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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/26/2010 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Amendment to the claims received 5/26/2010 has been entered. Claims 1 and 4 
have been amended. Claim 3 has been canceled. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pg. 5, filed 5/26/2010, with respect to Ishino and the 
filing of the certified copy of the foreign priority of the instant application have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The certified copy of the foreign priority has been 
entered and the foreign priority has been perfected. Therefore, the rejections relying on 
Ishino et al. (US 7,185,757) have been withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 5/26/2010 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Steiner does not discuss the density or flexibility 
of the yarns and does not suggest modifying the flexibility of the reinforcement yarns or 
having two yarn layers with different flexibilities to improve performance. The examiner 
disagrees. While Steiner may not specifically identify the different layers as being more 
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or less flexible than the other, Steiner specifically discloses adjusting the distance 
between parallel cords resulting in a denser structure of layer. One of ordinary skill 
would understand that all things the same except the disclosed adjustment of distance 
between cords, that including more cords in the same space by moving them closer 
together would result in a stiffer, less flexible layer. For this reason the examiner 
maintains that the combination of references discloses the invention as claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Inoue et al. 
(US 6,284,1 02 B1 ) in view of Steiner et al. (US 6,908,532 B2). 

As per claim 1 , Inoue et al. discloses a press belt (1 ) made from an elastomer 
material (Col. 5, Ln. 3-8) and forming a closed loop (Col. 4, Ln. 66-67) in a longitudinal 
direction (MD), a transverse direction (CMD) being perpendicular to the longitudinal 
direction, the belt having an inner surface (surface of layer 2) and an outer surface 
(surface of layer 4) and three layers of reinforcement yarns (5, 6, 7) arranged inside the 
elastomer material (Fig. 2a, Fig. 2b, Fig. 3), 
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an innermost yarn layer (5) closest to the inner surface extending in the 
longitudinal direction (MD, Fig. 1) and having adjacent reinforcement yarns (5) spaced 
in the transverse direction (CMD Fig. 1 ), and 

a middle yarn layer (6) extending in the transverse direction (CMD) and having 
adjacent reinforcement yarns spaced in the longitudinal direction (MD, Fig. 1), and 

an outermost yarn layer (7) closest to the outer surface of the press belt 
extending in the longitudinal direction (MD, Fig. 1) and adjacent reinforcement yarns 
spaced in the transverse direction (CMD, Fig. 1), which absorb energy and are restored 
from deformation with delay in connection with deformation (the reinforcement layers 
will absorb energy and will restore from deformation with some delay due to friction 
between layers of the belt) 

Inoue et al. fails to explicitly disclose the material and/or structure of the 
reinforcement yarns of the innermost yarn layer are more flexible than the reinforcement 
yarns of the outermost yarn layer. 

Steiner et al. discloses a press belt wherein two layers of reinforcement cords 
(14, 16) are disposed perpendicular to each other, and wherein a first layer comprises a 
plurality of cords (14) disposed parallel to each other at a first distance (al) and wherein 
a second layer comprises a plurality of cords (16) disposed parallel to each other at a 
second distance (a2) and wherein the second distance (a2) is less than the first 
distance (al) resulting in the first layer of cords (14) being less dense than the second 
layer of cords (1 6) and thus a more flexible layer of cords (1 4) when the two layers of 
cords (14 and 16) are made of the same material. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the belt of Inoue et al. to include the innermost yarn layer being less 
dense and more flexible than the outermost yarn layer, as taught by Steiner et al. for the 
purpose of improving belt life (Col. 2, Ln. 1-3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 1-2, 5-1 1 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANNA MOMPER whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5788. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00-3:30 (First Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi can be reached on (571) 272-7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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am /Robert A. Siconolfi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3657 



